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Every 3 seconds, approximately 70 tons of 
sewage and human effluent is discharged 
into the world’s waterways…  

Every 3 seconds, the world’s population 
grows by 7 people…

This March, we want to know what 3 sec-
onds looks like to you.  The Surfrider Foun-
dation proudly presents “The 3 Second 
Movie contest.”  Surfrider is challenging its 
supporters to share their cinematic visions 
and interpretations of water by creating a 
short three-second film.

“Our perception of the world around us is 
often formed by quick glimpses,” says Chad 
Nelsen, Surfrider Foundation’s Environ-
mental Director.  “It is amazing how these 
short moments of just a second or two can 
combine to tell a larger story.”

Between now and March 1st, send your 
three-second, water related movies to us 
at 3SecMovie@surfrider.org (.mov, .avi, 
.mpeg and .mp4 files preferred). Our favor-
ite submissions who will receive prize pack-
ages including a GoPro camera and gear 
from Teva. 

The winners will be announced on March 
12th - World Water Day.  

Visit wwd.surfrider.org for more information



Clean water.  Everyone wants it, right? We 
might have different ideas on what the perfect 
day at the beach looks like, but we all agree 
that dirty water doesn’t fit into that picture.  
Nobody wants to get sick from swimming or 
surfing in polluted water. 

Unfortunately we haven’t done a great job of 
managing growth and development along our 

coasts, and we see the effects of this when 
pollution fouls our beaches and coastal wa-
ters.

The largest source of beach pollution is storm 
water runoff.  Rather than soaking into the 
ground, rain typically flows off of paved and 
manicured city, residential and agricultural 
landscapes, picking up contaminants as it 

The Blue Water Task Force (BWTF) presented by Emergen-C Blue is Sur-
frider’s volunteer water testing program.  This program is used to determine 
the condition of beach water and to raise community awareness of local water 
pollution problems.  Many Chapters also work collaboratively with local stake-
holders to find the sources of water pollution and implement solutions.  To find 
out where the BWTF is testing, visit the website.

The Ocean Friendly Gardens program-
educates and assists people in taking 
action in commercial or public spaces, 
or their own yards to prevent pollu-
tion.  By applying CPR (Conservation, 
Permeability and Retention), Ocean 
Friendly Gardens capture rainwater 
on-site before it can leave the prop-
erty and carry pollutants to the ocean.  
Learn more at the Ocean Friendly Gar-
dens website. 



On a larger scale, Surfrider Founda-
tion’s newest program, Know Your H2O, 
educates communities on how we mis-
manage and waste our precious water 
resources, and presents solutions for 
integrated land and water management. 
Our animated movie “The Cycle of Insan-
ity: The Real Story of Water” is shown 
across the country to help Chapters start 

dialogues in their local communities about the various challenges and solu-
tions relating to water management.  Chapters are also running campaigns to 
take the “waste” out of our outdated wastewater treatment system by eliminat-
ing ocean discharges and cleaning up the water for safe and beneficial re-use.

We are also continuing to develop resource articles to better inform 
community activists that are leading our clean water programs and 
campaigns.  See what articles are available or contribute your own 
by visiting Beachapedia. 

Most water quality and conservation issues can’t be resolved overnight but will 
require long term planning and commitment.  Surfrider’s Clean Water Program 
provides tools for our Chapters and activists to use as we strive to protect and 
enjoy our oceans, waves and beaches. 

runs downstream through the watershed and 
into the ocean.  Leaking and overflowing sew-
er pipes, septic systems and discharges from 
factories and wastewater treatment plants 
also pollute coastal waters. 

To combat these multiple sources of water 
pollution, Surfrider’s Clean Water Program 
has grown into a suite of complimentary pro-

grams, campaigns and tools that Chapters 
and activists can use to help solve water pol-
lution problems and to educate communities 
about the many benefits of responsible land 
and water management.

-Mara Dias



For the past two decades, the Ventura Chapter 
has been identifying problems and promoting 
solutions for clean water throughout the Ven-
tura River watershed.  From sea to summit, 
Surfrider has advocated for inter-connected 
solutions to water quality, water supply and 
watershed function.  At the top of the water-
shed they led the charge to remove the Matilija 
Dam to restore the natural habitat of the river 
and replenish area beaches starved for sand. 
In Ventura’s urban Sanjon watershed, they 
advocated for installation of Ocean Friendly 
Gardens and other Low Impact Development 
projects such as green streets.  Surfrider ac-
tivists developed posters to raise awareness 
in the community of these and other oppor-
tunities to improve water quality, increase 
groundwater infiltration and conserve drinking 
water supplies. During Spring 2012 the Ven-

tura Chapter will launch an OFG Program 
Series with the help of many local partners 
to encourage residents in the urban water-
shed to apply CPR© to their landscapes and 
properties. 

At the beach, the Chapter is working with 
the City of Ventura to implement a man-
aged retreat project at Surfers’ Point. This 
project involves moving back an existing 
bike path and eroded parking, widening the 
recreational beach area, and creating a bio-
swale to cleanse and infiltrate runoff from 
the adjacent parking lot.  During the next 
phase the parking lot will be redone to allow 
water to soak into the soil.  To learn more 
about these and other clean water and hab-
itat restoration projects in Ventura visit the 
Ventura River Ecosystem Blog.

Some Surfrider Chapters advocating for clean water in their communities 
are running multiple programs and campaigns to maximize their impact.  
See how they are doing it in Ventura, California and in Newport, Oregon. 

Get it Now! 

Eco
Koozie



Water quality data generated by the BWTF 
first identified problems with bacteria pollution 
in Nye Creek and its receiving area beaches.  
The Newport Chapter and BWTF youth volun-
teers used this data to raise awareness of the 
pollution in their community and convince the 
City and the State of Oregon to support moni-
toring and to post public notices.  After much 
campaigning by the volunteers, the City also 
agreed to track the source of pollution and dis-
covered several sewage cross connections in 
Newport’s storm water system.   

Fixing these sewer issues has greatly im-
proved the water quality at Newport’s beach-
es, but the Creek continues to be affected by 

storm water runoff.   The Chapter has suc-
cessfully campaigned for storm water best 
management practices to be added to New-
port’s City Code and has established dem-
onstration Ocean Friendly Gardens at City 
Hall and the Oregon Coast Aquarium.  The 
City has also expanded their public works 
staff for supporting storm water manage-
ment, mapping and comprehensive plan-
ning.  The BWTF youth volunteers have 
marked the storm drains around the City 
and continue to support the BWTF water-
testing program.  Learn more about Sur-
frider Foundation’s involvement in Newport 
by visiting the Chapter’s website. 

Learn more about local, state and federal clean water campaigns by visiting the campaign 
page on our website.  

Get it Now! 

Test the Water 
Quality Yourself 
With This Test Kit



This pop-up diagram illus-
trates the scale at which 
these good water manage-
ment practices can be ap-
plied; from a garden in-
stallation by one person at 
their home, all the way up 
to Integrated Water Man-
agement, which can reform 
the way we gather, deliver 
and dispose of water at the 
watershed level and beyond.  
Every step is an equally im-
portant piece of the puzzle.   
When put together we see 
the benefits of clean water 
and healthier communities 
and coastal habitats.

Scroll over the differ-
ent levels for more in-
formation and to view 
a related illustration 
from the movie, “The 
Cycle of Insanity.” 





Nearly half of the BWTF programs are either partially or entirely based in schools, providing a valuable educational ex-
perience for students.  Beyond the classroom, many BWTF school groups have been successful at raising awareness of 
water pollution issues in their local communities and have gone on to pursue degrees in environmental sciences.

 Beach wa-
ter pollution con-

tinues to be an on-
going issue, putting 

swimmers, surfers and 
coastal economies at 

risk.  That is where the Blue 
Water Task Force presented by Emergen-C Blue comes in.  
Volunteers brave cold temperatures to collect water samples 
for analysis so we know that our favorite spot is safe for surf-
ing even in the dead of winter.

In December, Emergen-C Blue vitamin drink mix announced 
its partnership with the Surfrider Foundation to enhance vol-
unteer participation and water quality monitoring through the 
Blue Water Task Force, presented by Emergen-C Blue.  The 
BWTF is Surfrider’s volunteer water quality monitoring, edu-
cation and advocacy program.  Chapters report their water 
quality monitoring results on the recently revamped Surfrider 
Foundation BWTF website, which serves as a platform to 
alert surfers, swimmers and the general public of pollution 
incidents and longer-term water quality issues in their local 
communities.

In many coastal locations throughout the country, BWTF vol-
unteers collect samples from beaches and recreational sites 
that are not covered by city or state monitoring programs, or 
are not tested during the off-season when swimmers usually 
stay out of the water, but the better waves attract surfers.  
Thanks to the BWTF, many chapters have identified water 
pollution issues, and volunteers have worked with local of-
ficials and stakeholders to implement pollution solutions.

With almost 30 chapters participating today, Emergen-C 
Blue and the Surfrider Foundation are excited that this pro-
gram continues to grow and attract new volunteers.  Visit 
the Surfrider Foundation’s website to learn more about the 
BWTF and what is involved in starting a water testing pro-
gram in your community.  -Lauren Castelluzzo & Mara Dias

Presented by:

Scroll over state icons to see what’s happening with some of the 
school’s BWTF programs.



Nearly half of the BWTF programs are either partially or entirely based in schools, providing a valuable educational ex-
perience for students.  Beyond the classroom, many BWTF school groups have been successful at raising awareness of 
water pollution issues in their local communities and have gone on to pursue degrees in environmental sciences.

Scroll over state icons to see what’s happening with some of the 
school’s BWTF programs.

Get it Now! 
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On Monday December 5th approximately 200 
Seattle residents, including over a dozen Se-
attle Chapter members packed city council 
chambers to support the topic at hand - an 
ordinance to ban single-use plastic bags and 
add a five-cent fee on paper bags.  For many in 
the audience there was a sense of déjà-vu as 
memories of previous efforts to reduce single-
use plastics 
came flood-
ing back.  
H o w e v e r , 
this time 
around there 
were some 
stark differ-
ences.  One, 
this ordi-
nance calls 
for an out-
right ban on 
s ing le-use 
bags.  The 
o r d i n a n c e 
also extends 
beyond lo-
cal grocers.  
Another dif-
ference is the overwhelming support from 
grocery chains, citizens, and city council 
members, many of whom were not in support 
of the prior proposed legislation.  

While the American Chemistry Council was 
absent from the night’s meetingst, a handful 
of representatives were present to oppose 
the legislation.  Their comments ranged from, 
“What will I use in my trashcans?” to “The city 
is trying to get money out of us.”  
Residents in favor of the ordinance spoke 
openly about their experiences of removing 
single-use plastic bags from their daily lives 
and how to do it, as well as testimony about 
the environmental impacts.  Surfrider staff and 

volunteers Abigail McCarthy, Alex Schirer, Ali-
cia Zeoli, Logan Garrett and Field Manager 
Shannon Serrano-Gerritzen provided five of 
the approximately 60 public comments.  

A moment that stuck with me from the eve-
ning was when a Seattle resident, in response 
to the bag ban opposition said, “Let our future 

generations say that we [Seattle residents] did 
not do our best. But we did what we could.”

Seattle learned from the past 
and took note of Bellingham, 
Portland and other Pacific 
Northwest cities.  On Decem-
ber 19th, the City Council 
met and voted unanimously 
9-0 to pass the ordinance, 
placing a ban on single-use 
plastics and a five-cent fee 
on paper bags, which will go 
into effect July 2012.

-Shannon Serrano - Gerritzen



By: Ed Mazzarella

The West Los Angeles/Malibu Chapter’s Legacy Park Cam-
paign is by far one of the most innovative and ambitious wa-
ter protection projects in California.  Check out the recent 
Huffington Post story on the $34 million environmental 
project, and watch the video below of Malibu Mayor John 
Sibert, Surfrider Foundation’s Paul Herzog and Los Ange-
les County Senior Deputy Susan Nissman as they talk about 
the positive impacts this park will have on the environment.

Legacy Park: 
An Environmental Cleaning Machine

CAMPAIGNS

The South Texas Chapter contin-
ues to successfully fight for beach 
access in South Padre Island.  
Thanks to mounting public opposi-
tion to the high-tech parking me-
ters that line Gulf Boulevard, the 
city commissioners voted down 
the proposal and are reconsider-
ing the overall plan.  Chapter Chair 
Rob Nixon says that the profits 
from the parking meters would 
go to AMPCO (the company that 
owns the meters), not the beach 
maintenance fund, while the park-
ing cost, which is $10 per day, is 
really a beach user fee.  The full 
story can be read in a recent edi-
tion of The Brownsville Herald.  

City Commissioners Vote Down Parking Meters
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The Newport Chapter continues to push hard with their 
Ban the Bag campaign in the City of Newport. After 
several months of working with the City, gathering peti-
tion signatures and business support, the council voted 
5-2 in favor of drafting an ordinance this past fall. After 
some political shenanigans and cold feet by the council, 
the following month they reversed their decision to draft 
an ordinance (4-3 vote) in favor of forming a commit-
tee to slow the process down and consider alternatives 
to an ordinance. Take action and help support the issue. 

The Chapter also made significant headway on some of their clean water initiatives for Nye Beach 
and the Georgia Pacific Pulp Mill monitoring efforts over the past few months. Lead BWTF manager 
and chair of the City of Newport’s Technical Advisory Committee Frank DeFilippis, successfully ne-
gotiated a yearlong process to develop an outline and Request For Proposal for surveying bioaccumu-
lation around the pulp mill’s discharge at Nye Beach. Additionally, the chapter helped determine the 
terms of an agreement for continued storm water mapping and infrastructure improvements at Nye 
Beach through allocation of city funding to support a full-time storm water public works employee. 

Newport OR Chapter Makes Headway 
In Two Local Campaigns

Activists Continue Advocating 
For Protection Of Cape Perpetua

CAMPAIGNS

The Siuslaw Chapter continues working on several stewardship ob-
jectives and promoting ecosystem-based management approaches to 
natural resource preservation in the area. After a yearlong process of 
working with the Cape Perpetua Marine Reserve Community Team, 
the Chapter continues advocating for the protection and stewardship of that area while the Governor’s of-
fice and interim legislators wrestle with what direction to take the marine reserve process in Oregon. Last 
legislative session ran out of time before the next phase of marine reserve legislation (three more reserves) 
could be voted upon and coastal communities are now trying to figure out how to best move forward on 
this process. Many community volunteers, scientists and agency professionals have spent countless hours 
working on the three additional reserve sites, finding a recommendation that is large enough for ecological 
preservation and study, yet appropriately located in size and shape to not cause significant economic harm 
to the fishing community and other ocean users. The Chapter hopes that by demonstrating their continued 
stewardship and advocacy for the area, the marine reserve recommendation can move forward in 2012.



CAMPAIGNS

The Miami Chapter dug into the dunes 
of Miami Beach on Saturday Dec 3rd as 
part of their ongoing restoration effort. 
The three year project funded with grant 
money from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service aims to remove invasive scae-
vola plants that have crowded out the na-
tive species and return the beach dunes 
to their natural state. A healthy, spe-
cies diverse dune means a healthy beach 
and better protection from storm events. 

An oceanfront townhome development in As-
bury Park, NJ is off the table thanks to the work 
of the Jersey Shore chapter.  Chapter activists 
sent more than 500 emails to county officials 
and succeeded in getting the County to ap-
praise the land.  This is the first step in possi-
bly turning the so-called “Bradley Cove” de-
velopment into a nice oceanfront county park. 

Environmental Priorities for the opening legislative ses-
sion of 2012 have been released.  The Surfrider Founda-
tion will be supporting the Enviromental Priorities Co-
alition and doing outreach on Toxic Free Kids, Fulfill 
Our Clean Energy Initiative, and Pollution Free Pros-
perity.  Learn more at EnvironmentalPriorities.org.  
To find out how to get involved, email Shannon Serrano.

Surfrider Foundation San Luis Obispo Chapter has spent 
many months taking advantage of local municipalities’ 
public comment periods to call for an independent inves-
tigation of management at the South SLO County Waste 
Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) to get at the root of per-
mit violations and wrongful actions taken by plant op-
erators to subvert water quality monitoring at the plant. 
Though decision makers have been unwilling to carry out 
that investigation to-date, the Chapter has made progress 
to impact the plant’s Board of Directors in other ways.

In other WWTP news, the Chapter awaits a new hearing 
at the California Coastal Commission on the Morro Bay/
Cayucos WWTP Upgrade project.  The Chapter and other 
groups appealed the project to the Commission because of 
concerns with the location, which is subject to coastal haz-
ards and lies in a 100-year flood zone, and failure to incorpo-
rate wastewater reclamation.  The Chapter would love to see 
100% reclamation of wastewater at this new facility, which 
would be consistent with their “No Ocean Outfall” initiative.

Dune Restoration 
Continues At 
Miami Beach

San Luis Obispo Chapter 
Calls For Waste Water 
Treatment Plant 
Investigation
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L-R: Volunteer Randy Swanson, Jeremy Elman of Mc-
Dermott, Will & Emery, and Miami Chapter Chair Mike 
Gibaldi at the Miami Beach dunes.
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In November, a group from the 
Surfrider Foundation’s Ventura 
Ocean Friendly Gardens team led 
by David Hubbard from Coastal 
Restoration Consultants gath-
ered at Surfers’ Point to restore 
the bio-swale and dunes.  After 
a lesson in identifying the native 
plants, the group spent an hour 
removing weeds from the bio-
swale.  Future work on this area 
will include developing signage 
and pathways to help direct foot 
traffic and allow native plants to 
take root.  The group also learned 
about propagation and seed col-
lection before volunteers gath-
ered a variety of seeds from the 
remnant dunes, to grow seedlings 
at home for planting this year.  
Visit the Ventura River Ecosys-
tem Blog to learn more about 
the Ventura Chapter’s workday.

Last fall, the San Diego Chapter 
hosted their third Ocean Friendly 
Garden series in Oceanside.  The 
three-part series consisted of a Ba-
sics Class, Hands On Workshop, 
and Garden Assistance Program. 

The Basic Class kicked off the series on September 15th at the 
Buena Vista Nature Center.  The three-hour class led by Pa-
mela Berstler of the Green Gardens Group educated attend-
ees with information on a variety of topics such as water-
shed awareness, how to promote healthy soil, how to select 
climate-appropriate plants, and proper irrigation techniques.

Then, On October 2nd, the Chapter hosted the Hands On Work-
shop in South Oceanside at the home where the final Gardens 
Assistance Program would eventually take place.  During the 
workshop, participants performed a site-evaluation to determine 
that home had 1,330 square feet of warm season turf, which re-
quires almost 24,000 gallons of water annually to stay green.  By 
switching to native and drought tolerant landscaping, water us-
age will drop to about 9,800 gallons, saving 14,000 gallons of 
water each year.  Participants also calculated that approximately 
17,000 gallons of rainwater drained off the property’s roof each 
year (assuming the average rainfall is 11 inches), which is more 
than enough to help sustain the soon-to-be Ocean Friendly Garden.

The final part of the series is the Garden Assistance Program, 
which took place on December 3rd.  This day, 35 volunteers assist-
ed in the transformation from a traditional grass lawn to an Ocean 
Friendly Garden, which was designed by one of the Chapter’s 
OFG committee members who is also a certified Sustainable Land-
scape Professional.  Participants in the series learned how native 
plants, rain barrels and smart landscaping can slash water bills and 
reduce urban runoff, protecting our oceans, waves and beaches.

Ventura Chapter 
Hosts A Workday 
at Surfer’s Point

Oceanside OFG Series Teaches 
Residents How To Landscape 
And Conserve Water
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The Portland Chapter continues their “Bring Your Bag” outreach efforts 
citywide and is gearing up for 2012.  On the heels of their Ban The Bag 
campaign, the Chapter is in the planning stages for launching their next 
big effort – Ocean Friendly Gardens and Know Your H2O initiatives.  Fol-
lowing the Pacific Northwest Conference, the Chapter started organizing 
an OFG committee and is working with several partners including the City of Portland and East Multnomah 
Soil and Water Conservation District to plan and help fund the initiative.  The Chapter hopes to conduct lawn 
patrols, Hands On Workshops, and plant several demonstration gardens during the 2012 planting season.

This winter, the Jersey Shore Chapter sponsored a rain barrel workshop. The Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension provided the training and the barrels, and The Brielle Environmental Commission and ac-
tivist Eileen Althouse brought the people who all left the $45 class with their very own rain barrel.

Portland Chapter Launches OFG and Know Your H2O 
Programs

Rain Barrels For All

CAMPAIGNS



Stiv Wilson recently had a busy 
trip to Rhode Island,  Where he 
helped the Rhode Island Chapter 
plan their Rise Above Plastics 
activities, made a presentation to 
the exclusive East Beach Asso-
ciation, and spoke with Chapter 
members and supporters about 
the harms of single-use plastics.

The South Orange County Chapter has been working tirelessly on 
proposed plastic bag bans throughout the area.  Their efforts were 
recently rewarded with a unanimous vote by the Laguna Beach City 
Council to enact a single-use plastic bag ban in early 2012.  San 
Clemente and Dana Point have also shown support, and hopefully 
will be moving forward on plastic bag ordinances in the near fu-
ture.  The Chapter also teamed up with Earth Resource Foundation 
to host the first Orange County Plastic Bag Ban Educational Work-
shop.  Surfrider Foundation’s Legal Director Angela Howe and Jen-
nie Romer, attorney and founder of PlasticBagLaws.org discussed 
the current status of bans in California and provided information 
to cities in attendance on expediting the plastic bag ban process.

Stiv Wilson 
Helps The Rhode 
Island Chapter 
RAP

Activists Work Nonstop In South 
Orange County To Ban Bags

CAMPAIGNS

oration of the same magnitude in order to 
be successful.  Our greatest impact is gen-
erated through the combining of resources 
– gift-by-gift and donor-by-donor.

Making a gift over and above your member-
ship does make a difference.  Visit our web-
site today or call 949.492.8170 x416 and 
learn how easy it is to make a BIG impact.

Every wave begins as a single drop of wa-
ter.  It then joins together with thousands 
of other drops to form the perfect wave – 
a source of timeless power, inspiration and 
passion.

Surfrider Foundation’s efforts to protect 
oceans, waves and beaches require collab-
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Newport Beach Mayor 
Nancy Gardner

A longtime resident of Corona del Mar, a suburb of Newport Beach, CA, Nancy Gardner was 
one of the founding members of the Surfrider Foundation’s Newport Beach Chapter.  Since its 
founding, the Chapter implemented many successful programs including “50 in 5” and “Teach 
and Test,” and engaged in numerous campaigns to improve the water quality along the New-
port Coast.  We had a chance to catch up with Mayor Gardner in Corona del Mar to catch a 
sunset and talk with her more about her involvement with the Chapter and the improvements 
she’s seen since her high school days.
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In the fall, Otis College of Art and Design lo-
cated in Los Angeles hosted the third annual 
Rise Above Plastics Class taught by Professor 
Lara Hoad.  Students from Integrated Learning 
Research with art majors ranging from digital 
media, architecture, graphics and photography, 
learn and create a compelling advertising cam-
paign for the West Los Angeles/Malibu Chap-
ter’s Rise Above Plastics Program.  Throughout 
the semester, students created projects such as a 
highly designed chair made out of plastic soda 
pop rings, a RAP book with plastic recycling in-
formation, a trashcan advertising campaign for 
their school, and a unique suitcase with RAP and 
Gyre information (perfect for Chapter tablings).

Vice Chair Danny Spurgin recently accepted the 
“Go Long Beach Award” on behalf of the Surfrider 
Foundation’s Long Beach Chapter during Coun-
cilmember Robert Garcia’s second annual State of 
the First District on October 25th.  The Chapter 
was recognized with the award for its leadership 
in environmental education and stewardship with-
in Long Beach.  The Chapter has worked tirelessly 
to garner community support through various let-
ter-writing efforts, petitions, and volunteer oppor-
tunities for the “Sink the Breakwater” campaign. 
With Surfrider’s help, this project has the poten-
tial to draw in more tourism and business to the 
city while also bringing back the cherished waves. 
As a supporter of the Breakwater configuration, 
Councilmember Garcia works with Surfrider 
on a letter-writing campaign to the local gov-
ernment, the U.S. Congress, and the U.S. Army 
Corps, which enables many citizens to actively 
engage.   Through its motivation for environmen-
tal progress, the Chapter has proven itself as an 
advocate for the improvement of Long Beach.

Otis College of Art 
and Design Rises 
Above Plastics

Long Beach Chapter 
Receives “Go Long 
Beach Award”

CAMPAIGNS
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Danny Spurgin and Long Beach Councilmenber Robert Garcia



On November 19th, Texas chapters gathered in Galveston for the 5th state conference, where they wel-
comed the brand new Galveston Chapter into our network.  During the two-day conference, core activists 
from Houston, Galveston, Austin, Corpus Christie and South Padre Island discussed various issues, strate-
gies and tools to advance the Surfrider Foundation’s mission.  For a full overview of the conference and 
pictures, visit Rob Nixon’s blog. 

Across the country, activists from Massachusetts to South Carolina traveled to the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina in October for the East Coast Chapter Conference.  In addition to presentations from national staff, 
Chapter activists including Steve Combs, Julie Lawson, Justin Thorn and Sean Ahlum presented on lever-
aging technology, Ocean Friendly Gardens, and engaging students.  Conference participants also shared 
“chapter wins” and chapter “fails” as a way to learn from peers’ successes and setbacks.  The local crew 
including Matt Walker and John Wasniewski organized the conference logistics and pointed the attendees 
toward some wind-powered food and beer, followed by a guided tour of the new state-owned and wind 
powered Jennette’s Pier.  Matt and John also provided all the activists with gift bags full of Outer Banks 
goodies.

The Palm Beach County Chapter recently sponsored the second contest in the ESA series and enlisted 
quite a few groms to help clean up the beach.  Up for grabs at the contest was a Joseph Pregadio Studios 
custom painted surfboard for the Open Division winner.  During the beach cleanup, nearly twenty kids 
scrambled to win free t-shirts by being the first to pick up 50 cigarette butts.  A big thank you goes out to 
Joseph Pregadio, Nic Lugo, Tom Warnke, Emily Helmick, Cynthia Trone and Jim Tolliver.  Congratula-
tions to Nathan Behl who won the custom board and Nic Lugo photo of ESA graduate Peter Mendia.

Regional Chapter Conferences 
Wrap Up 2012

East Coast Surfing And Beach Cleanups

CAMPAIGNS

Congratulations to the godfather of the Texas 
Chapter Network Ellis Pickett who became a 
grandfather the same weekend as the Texas 
Chapter Conference.  Looks like there will be 
another strong advocate in the Surfrider net-
work to continue the work of his grandfather.



San Luis Obispo Chapter core volunteers Karl 
Kempton and Carol Georgi have collaborated on 
a number of marine protection-related articles for 
the local online publication SLO Coast Journal.  
Their articles, which began running in April 2010, 
range from topics such as expansion of marine 
sanctuary protection, to water pollution and the 
“Cycle of Insanity.”  Their latest article focuses on 
the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant and how 
it harms marine life through once-through cool-
ing intakes.  The full article can be found here. 

In 2012 all Washington Chapters will have posi-
tions open or opening.  If you are curious and/or 
looking to become more active locally, visit www.
Surfrider.org/Chapters to locate the chapter near-
est you.  The Capitol (Olympia), South Sound 
(Tacoma), Seattle, Olympic Peninsula (Port 
Angeles), and Northwest Straits (Bellingham) 
Chapters would love to have new members join!

Chapter Volunteers Col-
laborate For Local On-
line Publication

Washington Executive 
Positions Opening Up 
For 2012

CAMPAIGNS

The passion and innovation of local activists around the country are what make up the essential “DNA” of 
the Surfrider Foundation, creating its growth and strength.  After months of organizing meetings, cleanups 
and events, a dedicated group of activists in Hilo on the Big Island became the 81st chapter in Surfrider’s 
network. Working with their brothers and sisters in the older Kona Kai Ea Chapter, the group, founded and 
led by James Kuriyama (Chair), Joel Tessier (Vice-Chair), Niels Christianson (Treasurer), Megan Lamson 
(Beach Cleanup Coordinator), Evan Silberstein (legal advisor) and many others, are dedicated to protecting 
Hilo’s coastal areas.

Not long after becoming the Foundation’s 81st Chapter, Hilo Chap-
ter hosted its inaugural Concert Benefit on December 2nd at Cross-
fit Big Island Gym with special musical guests Medicine For The 
People. The event was dubbed  “Medicine for the Ocean,” and nearly 
200 people danced the night away in honor of all the great work 
the Chapter is doing to help save our oceans. The volunteer-pow-
ered, plastic-free, zero-waste event rallied the Big Island commu-
nity and helped raise $2,400 in support of Surfrider’s mission and 
an ongoing beach access campaign.  Kona Brewing Company and 
Island Naturals, a natural foods grocery chain on the Big Island, 
sponsored festivities.  Nonprofit partners included the Hawaii Wild-
life Fund, Global Hope, Quest and the UH Marine Option Program.

Hilo Chapter Hosts First Annual Concert Benefit



Cal Poly Surfrider Foundation College 
Club Chair Greg Salas formed a new 
beach clean up unit called “Shell Beach 
Shepherds.” Greg united with Jennifer 
Blonder at Shell Beach Surf Shop during 
her children’s summer camp to paint sev-
eral trashcans with the kids. These cans 
have been and will be used to clean up 
Palisades Beach on high traffic days.

While fighting so many battles to preserve our coastlines, it’s 
important to take a moment and celebrate environmental vic-
tories and those who led the charge. On Saturday, December 
3rd, the Surfrider Foundation’s O’ahu Chapter held the 9th 
Annual John Kelly Environmental Achievement Awards at 
Waimea Valley Pavilion to honor surfers, companies and lead-
ers who have made a difference in Hawaii. 

Cora Sanchez received the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
her efforts in helping to create the Pūpūkea-Waimea Marine 

Life Conservation District, and for being the co-founder of Surfrider’s O’ahu Chapter with previous win-
ner Peter Cole.  Kona Brewing Company received the Environmentally Friendly Hawai‘i-Based Company 
Award for their role in promoting sustainable practices at all their facilities and advocating for coastal pres-
ervation. Not to mention for being so generous with their “Liquid Aloha” and supporting so many Surfrider 
events. Kyle Thiermann was the recipient of the Professional Surfer Award for creating a five-part video 
series, “Surfing for Change,” to encourage individuals to change their life habits to help save the environ-
ment. 

The winners gave inspiring speeches about their passion to protect our oceans and beaches, and former 
winner Jack Johnson took the stage afterward to perform a few songs for the jubilant crowd.  Previ-
ous Lifetime Achievement Winner and world champion bodysurfer Mark Cunningham emceed the party, 
which included an exciting live auction of beautiful artwork by Wyland and Heather Brown.   Eric Carlson 
from the solar company RevoluSun outbid lifeguard and beach cleanup coordinator Shannon Clancey for 
an original print by Heather Brown, who designed the image for the party.  In the spirit of the evening, Erik 
then turned around and gave Shannon the painting! That’s the kind of aloha that John Kelly and all of the 
award winners represent, and that’s why it’s important to take a moment and celebrate.

Shell Beach Shepherds 

John Kelly Environmental Achievement Awards

CAMPAIGNS



CAMPAIGNS

The Surfrider Foundation is officially going QUAD.   
QUAD is the name of our youth outreach campaign 
for students in elementary, high school and colleges 
throughout the United States.  Our QUAD youth ser-
vice program was initiated in 2008 in response to over-
whelming interest across the country from young people 
who wished to become more involved in Surfrider Foun-
dation’s activities.  The Campaign aims to build on this 
interest while providing meaningful educational experi-
ences to young people.   The program has a wide range 
of club activities, projects and initiatives based on proj-
ect-based learning.  These range from beach cleanups to 
making your campus single-use plastic free to general 
greening of your campus.   

While there are many characteristics of effective schools, one of the most common is a high level of family 
and community involvement.  School Community Relations, the degree to which a school is engaged with 
its community, typically corresponds to a much higher level of student success. This statement speaks to our 
program’s overall goal of involving students at an early age in civic engagement.  Surfrider Foundation’s 
QUAD program provides a high degree of community and school involvement that also provides us with 
the opportunity to expand beyond the coastal zone.  

The QUAD website was made possible through a generous donation from the Dillon Henry Foundation.  
The Foundation was created in memory of Dillon Henry - a surfer, teen activist and committed Surfrider 
supporter with a love for education.  To learn more about Dillon and the Dillon Henry Foundation please 
visit www.dillonslist.org

To start a club or project, contact Ed Mazzarella.

QUAD Is Coming To A School Near You

Get it Now! Get it Now! 

Flex-Fit
Hat

Surfrider
Medallion



CONNECT WITH A 
CHAPTER NEAR YOU !!!

ALASKA • CALIFORNIA • CONNECTICUT • DELAWARE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA • FLORIDA • GEORGIA • HAWAII • ILLINOIS  
MAINE • MARYLAND • MASSACHUSETTS • MICHIGAN • MINNESOTA 
NEW JERSEY • NEW HAMPSHIRE • NEW YORK • NORTH CAROLINA • 
OREGON • PUERTO RICO • RHODE ISLAND • SOUTH CAROLINA • TEXAS  

VIRGINIA • WASHINGTON • WISCONSIN

ARGENTINA • AUSTRALIA • BRAZIL • CANADA • EUROPE • JAPAN •MORROCO

THE SURFRIDER FOUNDATION OPERATES THROUGH A NETWORK OF GRASSROOTS CHAPTERS 
WHO TAKE VOLUNTEER ACTION TO PROTECT OUR OCEANS, WAVES AND BEACHES THROUGH 

CAMPAIGN, PROGRAM AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

CONNECT WITH A 
CHAPTER NEAR YOU !!!
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ON BEHALF OF THE WORLD’S OCEANS, WAVES AND BEACHES THE 
SURFRIDER FOUNDATION WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING IN-
DIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
SUPPORT RECEIVED DURING NOVEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER 2011.
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rIChArd	M.	tuCKEr	&	FAMIly
MArK	undErhIll
AdAM	J.	WEISSMAn	FoundAtIon
dAvId	&	SylvIA	WEISz	FAMIly	FoundAtIon
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thE	WoodWArd	Fund
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Gifts in MeMory of
MIChAEl	lEE	AllEn	MEMorIAl	Fund
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BrAd	KEndAll	MEMorIAl	Fund
MIChAEl	MCAllIStEr	MEMorIAl	Fund
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181 victories since 1/06.  The Surfrider Foundation’s goal was 
to win 150 environmental campaigns by the end of 2010.  
For a list of these victories please visit our website.
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